Shame On You!
Hebrews 5:11-14
Introduction:
The writer had just finished telling them that Christ is better in His person than any persons connected to Judaism. The first point in his priesthood argument takes him to Melchizedek.  Then he realizes that they are not going to understand this deep teaching because of their immaturity.

I. They Were Sluggish in Their Perception – 5:11

A. There Were Some Important Things to Be Learned.
1. About the Old Testament Priestly System

It is also true of us: We can’t understand Hebrews without a good knowledge of the Pentateuch, especially the book of Leviticus.

He needs to go from the known to the unknown.
2. About the Melchizedecian System

Περὶ οὗ - “concerning  whom” or “concerning which?”
Concerning whom: Jesus or Melchizedek?
Concerning which refers to the priesthood of Jesus following the order of Melchizedek.
B. They Were Dull of Hearing

1. They were Lazy
Learning is hard work - You have to come to church or class ready to learn. You must put time in at home.
2. They were Sluggish -νωθροὶ
Their “get up and go” got up and went.
Not just listen but plan to remember – take notes.
If you fail to plan you plan to fail.
3. They Parrot Things Like Children

C. It Was an Acquired Condition

1. They were not that way at the first.

2. They had become that way

“you have become” γεγόνατε > γίνομαι
II. They Needed To Learn the Fundamentals – 5:12-13

A. They had been Saved for a Long While – and still didn’t know anything deep.
Whose fault is that? Depends on whom you ask!

1. The Church: We are your guide; we’ll get you to heaven.

2. The Pastor:

I want to be looked up to. 

I’ll tell you what to believe.

Don’t ask any questions.

I keep giving you milk, same thing every Sunday.
3.   The People: Never open a Bible at home, much less study the Bible!

B. They Should Be Teaching Others
The way to learn is to teach.

How do you remember?
What you hear 10%


 Hear &write 15%

     Hear, write & say 25%



 Hear, write, say & do 40% 



      Hear, write, say, do & teach 75%
1.  Unbelievers

I Peter 3:15

“But ﻿﻿sanctify ﻿﻿the Lord God in your hearts, and always ﻿﻿be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the ﻿﻿hope that is in you, with meekness and fear”
2.  Family 

C. They Needed To Be Taught

Instead of being a help in the teaching department, they were taking up space in the classes.
1. They Needed to Learn their ABC’s

2. They could Handle Only Milk - That is all they wanted.

3. They could not Handle Solid Food.

στερεᾶς = true or firm – i.e. stereo sound
The stereo foundation - II Timothy 2:19

“Nevertheless ﻿﻿the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord ﻿﻿knows those who are His,”
The stereo food – Hebrews 5:13-14
﻿﻿
“But solid food belongs to those who are ﻿﻿of full age,” 

The stereo fight – I Peter 5:9

﻿
“Resist him, solid in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

4. They showed Evidence of Immaturity - They acted like babies.
If you drink only milk, you are a baby.

You can’t handle the Word of Righteousness.
Not imparted Righteousness - Romans 5:1

Not imputed Righteousness,
But Imported Righteousness.
III. They Were Immature in Their Discernment – 5:14
(Children are subject to parents, they can’t choose)

A. Strong Food Belongs to the Strong - Milk> baby food> strained> chopped> table food.
He is about to tell them that:

The church won’t have a temple.


There is no more High Priest on the earth.

The Law has been done away.
We are not going to rebuild Jerusalem.

We look for another city- the New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-23)
B. They Need To Exercise Their  Spiritual Senses 

Senses = the ability to make decisions.

Exercise (γεγυμνασμένα) gymnasium.
Need to take senses to the spiritual Gym.

C. They Cannot Discern Good and Evil

Question: good and evil what?

Not moral or spiritual good or evil, but, good or evil doctrine: in keeping with the context. (See verse 13)
He is going to call on them to accept some very new (and strange) doctrines.

They will go against what they had believed all their lives. Some of what they had believed was true for the time before Christ. Some of it was false, coming from the scribes and Pharisees.

To add to the problem, there were the Judaizers, who were teaching the opposite of the writer to the Hebrews, urging them to go back to Judaism.
They need to be mature in their thinking to receive this new truth.

And they should be ashamed that they had to have this scolding by this messenger of God.
Conclusion:

But he is not writing only to the first century Christians. He is writing to us. And he is saying to us, “get ready, there is going to be some rough road ahead. 
Prepare yourself; 
   
 come ready to hear the Word of the Lord and 
go from here determined to digest these truths by hearing, 
     saying, 
   writing, 
doing and 
teaching.

In that way, we partake of this strong meat of the Word and grow thereby in our salvation experience.
And if we don’t,

Shame - Shame - Shame!
